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FAREP LY v the Popular Arouments 

' Confirming the preſent Eaſt - India Company W 

' Grafting upon them, with a Word or two in behalf 
of the New Subſcriptions. * 


IRS T the Friends of the preſent Company mae a H Outffry, That the N. 
dows and Orphans will ſuſtain great Loſs by a Diſſolution of th preſent Company. 
I anſwer, That conſidering the Number of thoſe cor idows and Or- 
$ phans will be found to be very few, as appears by be er the Adventurers. 
hut ſuppoſing it were true what they alledg, and that the Number were much 
F greater, I would only ask the Adventurers, whether they think the Parliament 
) obliged to eſtabliſh them, whether they ſhall find it practicable and reaſonable or no? 
But ſurely this they will not aver; if not, then their Argument will appear to have 
no weight, and none can have reaſon to complain, it being impoſliblero obviate, but that in ſuchgreat 
Mutations and Alterations, ſome ſeeming Hardſhips will fall on ſome or others of ſuck a Community. 
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SECONDLY, they ſay, That if they have an AG, they ſhall be able to carry on their Trade without 
the aid of an additional Subſcription. 


I hope they will not pretend to do it with 38000 l. which is the ballance of all their Eſtate in 
Europe, by their own Accounts given in to the Parliament. But I anſwer, That any Twelve Mer- 
chants of Experience and Reputation, with the help of an AF, can do the ſame as well as their 
worthy ſelves. For how is this to be effected? Why, by the credit of an A, ſay they; and that 
truly, they cannot fail to take up what Money they pleaſe at Intereſt : So that this their Aſſertion, 
although very true, is yet rather a Jelt than an Argument that they ſhould have the Preference of 
ſo noble an Experiment, which any others of their Fellow. Subjects are as capable of improving to 
as good Purpoſes as they can themſelves. 


THIRDLY, they give out, That 4 Diſſolution will be a great Hardſhip on them upon this cum 
deration, that their Factors and Servants abroad, in ſuch a Caſe, may be apter to imbezzle and waſt 
their Effect, and ſo their Eſtate may come ſhorter home, than if they had the Countenance of the Govern: 
ment, and the SanGion of an Acc. | 


To this I anſwer, firſt, That I have good Grounds to believe, that notwithſtanding the plaufi- 
ble Accounts given in to the Parliament by the Company, touching their Eſtate here and in Iadia, 
that if our Auguſt Senate ſhould think it worth their while to enter upon the Scrutiny of that 
Maze and Labyrinth of their perplext Accounts, and that it were poſſible by any human means to 
make a true Judgment upon them, they would appear as bold and fallacious an Impoſition as ever 
was offered to that grave Aſſembly. But ſuppoſing their Eſtate to be what they ſuggeſt, yet (till they 
may blame themſelves, and none elſe, that they have embroil'd and embarraſt their Affairs in ſuch 
a manner, as to render it ſo difficult, even to the Wiſdom of the Nation, to extricate and ſet them 


right again. 


And now I have done with replying to their Arguments, I cannot but make ſome Reflections 
on their Folly ; that theſe few Adventurers ſhould be fo fond, as to expect, that ſo extenſive and 
advantageous a Trade ſhould, by a Lam, be confin'd to the narrow limits of them and their Suc- 
ceſſors, excluſive of all other their Fellow. Subjects, which Point the Managers give out among their 
Friends they hope to obtain. Methinks they ſhould have patience till they can bring better Te- 
ſtimonjals of their former Behaviour, or ſhew that they have been more meritorious in ſome inſtance 
or other in diſcharge of their Truſts, than hitherto it appears they have been, before they p_ 
to make ſuit for ſo Royal a Donative, as would prove the richeſt was ever granted in England 
to fo few Men, ſhould they have the good fortune to gain ſo important a Point. 

What I have to add is in behalf of the new Subſcribers, and is this, That the Adventurers can 
depend upon a real Fund and Eſtate z whereas Grafting upon the old Company, although at never ſo ” 
low a value, will ſubje& the new Adventurers to a poſſibility of being impoſed on, till a term of 
Eighteen Months or Two Years give them a clearer ſatisfaction, upon what bottom they have em- 
barked their Eſtates 3 whereas, confirming the New Stock can be attended but with one Dyfhculty 
that I know of, and that not conſiderable, which is to determine (Uhat (hall be that equita= - 


ble and valuable Conſideration to be made good to the old Company foz their Fozts, 
Cuſtoms, and other Þzetenſions in India. 30 2 


